
Verifying Online Media: Quick Start, Reading List 
 
 
The Verification Handbook: A Definitive Guide to Verifying Digital Content for Emergency 
Coverage. Edited by Craig Silverman. Available at ​http://verificationhandbook.com 
 
The Verification Handbook for Investigative Reporting: A Guide to Online Search and 
Research Techniques for using UGC and Open Source Information in Investigations 
Social. Edited by Craig Silverman. Available at ​http://verificationhandbook.com/book2 
 
Social Newsgathering: A Collection of Storyful Blog Posts. Edited by Claire Wardle 
Available at ​https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/social-newsgathering/id596436867?mt=13 
 
Bellingcat, Bellingcat’s Digital Forensic Tools. Available at 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BfLPJpRtyq4RFtHJoNpvWQjmGnyVkfE2HYoICKO
GguA/edit 
 
Iain Martin, Storyful’s Coverage of the Boston Marathon Bombing. ​Storyful Blog​. Available 
https://storyful.com/blog/2013/06/28/storyfuls-coverage-of-the-boston-marathon-bombin
gs/  
 
Markham Nolan, How to Separate Fact and Fiction Online, ​TED Talk ​, 
https://www.ted.com/talks/markham_nolan_how_to_separate_fact_and_fiction_online 
 
Malachy Brown, Natalie Reneau and Mark Scheffler, How Syria and Russia Spun a 
Chemical Attack, ​New York Times ​. Available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/middleeast/100000005063944/syria-chemical-atta
ck-russia.html 
 
Daniel Victor, Amateur Sleuths Aim to Identify Charlottesville Marchers, but Sometimes 
Misfire, ​New York Times​. Available at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/14/us/charlottesville-doxxing.html 
 
Ashley Feinberg, This is Almost Certainly James Comey’s Twitter Account, ​Gizmodo ​. 
Available at 
http://gizmodo.com/this-is-almost-certainly-james-comey-s-twitter-account-1793843641 
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Sam Dubberley, Turkish nightclub attack raises more issues of mistaken identity and 
social media, First Draft News. Available at 
https://firstdraftnews.com/turkish-nightclub-attack-raises-more-issues-of-mistaken-identity
-and-social-media/ 
 
Simon Ostrovsky, Selfie Sodiers: Russia Checks into Ukraine, 
https://news.vice.com/video/selfie-soldiers-russia-checks-in-to-ukraine​ [VIDEO] 
 
Andrew Katz, The Story Behind the Viral Photo of the Officer and the KKK, ​Time​, 
http://time.com/4899668/charlottesville-virginia-protest-officer-kkk-photo/ 
 
Hank van Ess, Inside the Trenches of an Information War, ​Medium​, 
https://medium.com/@henkvaness/how-to-date-a-mysterious-missile-launcher-78352ca8
c3c3 
 
Jenni Sargent, Piecing Together Visual Clues for Verification, ​First Draft News​. Available 
at ​https://firstdraftnews.com/resource/learning-to-piece-together-verification-clues/ 
 
Hank Van Ess, How to Put Men on the Map: Google Maps on Steroids, Medium. Available  
https://medium.com/@henkvaness/google-maps-on-steroids-d665e3285fc1 
 
Malachy Browne, Blood money: How your 401k profits from bombing Yemen. Avaiable at 
https://reported.ly/2015/06/24/blood-money-italy-bomb-yemen/ 
 
Andrew Haggard, Geolocating the Walter Scott Shooting, ​Bellingcat​. Available at 
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/case-studies/2015/04/12/geolocating-the-walter-sc
ott-shooting/ 
 
Veli-Pekka Kivimäki, Geolocating the MH17 Buk Convoy in Russia, ​Bellingcat​, 
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/case-studies/2014/09/29/geolocating-the-mh17-bu
k-convoy-in-russia/ 
 
Eliot Higgins, How to get started in online investigations with open-source information, 
First Draft News ​. Available at 
https://firstdraftnews.com/how-to-get-started-in-online-investigations-with-open-source-in
telligence-osint/ 
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